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NORFOLK COMPANY LIGHTS ITS WAY TO CHINA 
STG Aerospace, based in Swaffham, is celebrating success in China after participating in two trade missions to China, organised by UK Trade & Investment, the government body dedicated to providing UK companies with global expertise on international trade and investment.

The company, which manufactures non-electrical emergency floor path lighting for aeroplanes, is now supplying to a number of Chinese airlines including Air China, Shanghai Airlines and Hainan Airlines through its agent, Dingrun Tong Trading Ltd.

STG Aerospace visited Shanghai, Beijing and Guangzhou two years ago during where it met with potential partners identified by the China Britain Business Council (CBBC) in conjunction with UK Trade & Investment. After meetings and further discussions, STG Aerospace finally selected its sole agent last year and started tapping into the huge Chinese market. The company has recently returned from another trade mission to Beijing with further business developed.

“China has one of the fastest growing economies in the world, offering huge opportunities for UK companies. By the nature of its trading system, business culture and sheer size of the country, its prospects could overwhelm a UK exporter. However, UK Trade & Investment has the necessary information and practical assistance to effectively overcome any difficulties. STG Aerospace is an excellent example of how it can be done,” commented Mike O’Brien, Minister for International Trade and Investment.
Alex Muir, STG Aerospace's sales director, said, "The trade mission was an ideal way to get an overview of the market and make early contacts. It enabled us to identify the right partner and then build relationships with potential customers, which have already started to pay off. Every market has its own issues but these can be tackled using the knowledge base that exists already through CBBC, UK Trade & Investment and the local embassy."

STG Aerospace's lead product - the SafTGlo photo luminescent floorpath marking system - has boosted export sales by 800% over the past four years. With a turnover of £4 million of which 80% comes from exports, STG Aerospace also sells to Russia, India, Australia, Japan, Africa, Europe and the USA - its largest market.

The company was one of only four UK companies to win two Queen's Awards for Enterprise (Innovation and International Trade) in 2003.








